International Business: choice, passion and success!
When I firstly moved to the Netherlands on Aug. 1st 2002 I could never have imagined that now, 10
years later, I would be telling this story about my “dolce vita” here in Holland and the major role
AVANS played in my personal development.
I left my beloved Fatherland Italy with the
ambition of following a choice: a
professional career in International
Business. Back then AVANS in Breda, where I
came to study, was still called Hogeschool
Brabant…
It was love at first sight with the very cozy
city of Breda and it did not take me more
than a couple of weeks to feel already at
home at the faculty of International
Business & Management Study; then still
located in the old building at
Lovensdijkstraat number 63. What a
countless amount of sweet memories…
The four years at AVANS flew by and
graduation day came in July 2006. Receiving
the International Ambassador Award was for
me a confirmation that this study and path I
once chose clearly became my passion.
Working life started, the development
continued and so the first successes were
booked.
When I look back (and believe me, I do it very often ) at the time I spent at AVANS, I am so glad I
took that step. It was not always easy; on the contrary, tough sometimes, quite difficult decisions had
to be made, from the moment I told my parent I was moving on my own to the Netherlands, to the
rewarding moment of receiving my bachelor degree. But at the same time, it was fun, cheerful and
fulfilling.
AVANS formed me, as a professional, but till a certain extent made me also the person I am today.
I am convinced that there are many more students that had this wonderful experience at AVANS.
Congratulations AVANS with this historic milestone, with your 200th anniversary!!! I wish you many
more decades and centuries of continuously improving education!
I take the opportunity to thank once again the Staff of lecturers and the other Alumni from year
2006! What a great and memorable time we had together, thank you for your empowerment and
support; it has been a truly amazing international adventure!!!
Sincerely yours,
Germano Brancatisano, Alumnus 2006

